HOUSTON AREA TANDEM
SOCIETY

HATS

NOVEMBER 2011 NEWLETTER

NOVEMBER RIDE
CAT SPRINGS, TX

(Note: This is a Houston Bicycle Club ride so expect
to see a few singles at the start.)

8:00AM NOVEMBER 19, 2011

VARIOUS DISTANCES FROM 28 TO 47 MILE
OPTIONS.

DIRECTIONS:

West on I-10 to Sealy then north on Highway 36 to left on
FM 1094. West for about 10 miles and turn Left on FM
949. Drive for 1.5 miles and park on first side road south
of the RR tracks (on side nearest the tracks).

Flat to moderate hilly ride. Stores in Bernardo and New
Ulm.

Top Hats

Stephen and Janet Bain bainsj@att.net or

sbain32@excite.com Home 281-599-9919 Cell

281-785-7603

CHRISTMAS PARTY

There has been interest in moving the Christmas
party to January due to vacations and other holiday
events/conflicts before Christmas. Purposed date
January 8t

Please contact us with your comments.
Bainsj@ATT .net.

Christmas Lights Ride Update

The December Christmas Lights ride date has
changed to December 18.
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6th Annual Braille Ride

Saturday, November 5, 2011 at 8:30 am- Start/finish at Oak Ridge
Baptist Church-Oak Ridge North, Texas

16-18 mile multi -sensory event route in Oak Ridge North

http://www.orbchurch.org/directions

Registration fee is $25 rider. $40 family fee (2-4 members) No fee for sight impaired stokers.

Forms can be emailed toMarcia@houseoftandems.com or Faxed to 281-362-0810

*All proceeds will go to The National Camps for Blind Children, a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization. The camps
which began in 1967 have served as a place to allow blind children to discover undeveloped potential, increase self-
confidence and improve physical vigor.

I f you are not familiar with the event, herebds ou

House of Tandems and Team HOTT Wheels have been joining forces with *National Camps for
Blind Children and Christian Record Services for several years, bringing about this one-of-a-
kind camp. The Blind Bikers across Texas program offers the opportunity for blind children and
young adults to experience the joy of riding a bike. In this unique tandem bike ride the blind
stoker is piloted by an experienced tandem captain and joined by their very own team of solo or
sighted tandem guides.

An invitation is attached that outlines the Braille Ride and the details pertaining to the ride. We
will be limiting participation this year to 30 tandem teams. We are asking you to join us in this
exciting and unusual adventure. We are certain you will be rewarded above and beyond your
imagination by spending a few hours with these courageous individuals. The ride will take place
in Oak Ridge North, Texas. This community is located off of I-45 North just north of the Hardy
Toll Road and east of The Woodlands Mall. Oak Ridge Baptist Church will once again be our
start/finish site.

If you are aware of a child/young adult that is sight impaired and you think they may like to
participate plea se let me know. We will contact them with the information.


http://www.orbchurch.org/directions
mailto:Marcia@houseoftandems.com

We encourage you to create your own Tandem Team. We are working with local agencies to
provide your team with a blind stoker. You donot
the ride. Single riders are encouraged to participate in this special ride. Call your family or

friends and build your team, give it a name, be creative. This will mean so much to these young

peopl e. We do ask that teamdébs si ze bbéothkaedemm t o a
riders. If you know of someone that wants to be involved but is not riding, we need several

volunteers to produce this event. Please have them contact us; we would greatly appreciate their

help.

We are also searching for corporate or organizaional sponsorship and in-kind donations. If you
know someone or a company that we may contact, please let us know. We will be happy to
explain the purpose of this ride to the appropriate people. Volunteers are also neededto help
facilitate the event.

Please call or drop me an email if you have any question. This is another opportunity for cyclists
to give back to our community in a unigue way. We would be delighted to have you join us and
look forward to seeing you soon!

Thank you,

Marcia Becker

7139621417

www.houseoftandems.com
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BIKE TO BUILOHABITAT FOR HUMANITY CHARITY RIDE: September 24, 2011

On September 24, John Griswolded a small group of HATS riders from his home to Discovery

Green. These riders were participating in the Houston Habitat idumanity: Bike to Build charity bike

ride. John was joined by Ken and Judy McDyer and Stephen and Janet Ba@ride to Discover

Green was uneventful except for a slight detour for road constructid@nce the group reached the

A0 NI FNBFX ydzYSNRdza 20KSNJ NARSNBE 6SNB 20aSNBSR 2
wheels to fully equipped Pro racing machinesimeg6 Sy & . A 1S G2 . dzAif Ré (GSS aKA
each rider along with ride numbers and an orange goody bag fittkn BG Group

The ride options were either a 10 or 20 mile out and back route thru the Heights area to the 610 Loop
on the Northwest side of Hoston. The intrepid HATS group waited a few minutes after most riders

left to allow the congested start area to clear before beginning the riddow often can you sayOn

your Right or On your Left to the slow moving kids and talkative groups of youngppedading

bunched up across the roadAfter a short time, you just had to move thru the available

openings. There were some very interesting riding attire being worn and on view in publicQ Y & dzNJB
that at times, most of us have probably paid good mon& see this type of pageantry.

The HATS group made the ride without mishap and spent a few minutes at the Start/Finish area to
rest and consume some refreshing beverages and snacks before John lead the group back to his home



but not before a stop for brmch. ¢ KI 1 Q& G KS 3Idyding;it giveskyauyafealtyo 2 dzi
appetite. Roundtrip mileage was about 40 miles total.

The group raised $695 for the Habitat for Humanity organizatiorhanks to John Griswold for
volunteering his home as a start/finistotation and leading the group.

OKTOBERFEST — FREDERICKSBURG, SEPT. 30 THRU OCT 2, 2011

October is everyone’s favorite month...it signals the end of the long hot humid summer and promises

cooler temperatures and excellent tandem riding conditions. And as an added bonus, it is the month we
celebrate the traditional German harvest festival, Oktoberfest. In Fredericksburg, Oktoberfest occurs on
the first weekend of the month when the weather is perfect for a bike ride in the Hill Country. This year
seven tandem teams gathered in F'bg for the annual festival. Four teams from HATS (Stephen and Janet
Bain, Roger and Marcie McBride, Hal and Lucy Moorman, Hugh and Becky Reeves), two teams from
DATES (Pete and Laura Holverson, Chuck and Kris Carlson), and one team from Boerne (Pete and Allison
Templin).



The Friday afternoon warm up ride rolled out at 4:30 for the 20 mile Cherry Mountain Loop. We started
at elevation 1697 and gradually climbed up Old Mason Road and Cherry Mountain to a maximum
elevation of 2196 feet. The second half of the ride was a fast downhill ride with a 500 foot drop into
town. Unfortunately Roger had two flats on the return...a bit of a bummer but we solved the problem
with some fiberglass reinforced packing tape to replace his defective rim tape. Following the ride, all
the teams gathered on the Reeves “tree house” deck for an evening of snacks, grilled bratwurst, sour
kraut, beer and wine, while music from the Marktplatz festival site entertained the merry band of bike
riders.

There were two options for the Saturday ride...the shorter 42 mile route to the Bat Tunnel and Alamo

Springs Café and the longer 60 mile route to Comfort and High’s Café. The seven teams rolled out
together at 9:00 on a route that followed the old river road along the Pedernales River. At the Center
Point road we turned left toward Comfort; we continued together to the 13 mile point where three
teams turned East on Bear Creek Road. This route follows along a ridge with outstanding vistas of Hill
Country ranch land. The road changes names to Grapetown road at the highway 87 junction and climbs



to an elevation of 2076 before a quick decent to the Old San Antonio Road. There the three intrepid
tandem teams traveled over a roller coaster three miles to the Bat Tunnel and the Alamo Springs Café
for lunch. Texas Monthly rated Alamo Springs as one of the top 10 hamburger joints in Texas. The

return to F’bg on the Old San Antonio Road is mostly downhill with opportunities to see emus, lamas,
deer, donkeys, wild turkeys, sheep and cattle.

Meanwhile the four other team continued on the Center Point road and it’s thrilling decent into the
Guadalupe River Valley into Comfort arriving at High’s Café on High Street about 11:30 in the morning.
We enjoyed a pleasant lunch on the front porch while rehydrating and resting for the 30 mile return trip.
The return was now uphill as we pulled up to the divide between the Guadalupe and Pedernales rivers
at the old railroad tunnel which is now the summer home of 3 million Mexican Freetail Bats. We
stopped briefly at the observation deck to recover from the climb to the top of the divide, and then
continued on the Old San Antonio Road towards F’bg. We stopped for a few minutes to visit Mike’s ass,
Oxnard, and feed him a treat...this black strap donkey enjoys carrots and apples, but we only had
granola bars which he seemed to enjoy just as well. From there we enjoyed the mostly downbhill cruise
back to our start, arriving about 2:30 with 60 miles on the trip odometer.




We found the other three teams on the deck, all cleaned and refreshed and enjoying cold watermelon.
We joined them for a while and then showered and changed for the rest of the afternoon and evening
at the Marktplatz and Oktoberfest festivities. There were 35 different beers to try (no we didn’t have
time to try all of them) plus lots of German specialty foods to enjoy. Oomph music filled the air with
polkas and waltzes and we all took several spins on the dance floor although the dance moves seemed
to show the effect of 60 miles on the bicycle. As the afternoon turned to evening and the effects of beer
and bicycling started to take its toll, the teams drifted back to their accommodations for the evening
with promises to return next year for another weekend of Oktoberfest in Fredericksburg.




Oktoberfest — Brenham, TX ride hosted by Hal and Lucy Moorman

October 22, 2011

Hal and Lucy Moorman hosted six HATS teams for a ride from their home thru the rolling hills around
Brenham.

Stephen and Janet Bain, unfortunately, had to shorten their ride due to leaving their cycling shoes at
home. The shoes were left out of the cycling bag the previous weekend when they were allowed to dry
following a short but very wet ride in the one good rain storm the area has seen in many months. While
unable to effectively ride in street shoes, it sure was a good excuse to visit the Blue Bell Creamery for a
little ice cream and shopping. Oh to live in Brenham where all Blue Bell ice cream flavors are available
when in season. If you like “Rocky Road”, get some “Rocky Mountain Road” at the Brenham HEB or fly
to Colorado, which are the only two areas in the world it’s available. We may have to have more rides
from the Brenham area!!!
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When everyone had returned to Hal and Lucy’s, lunch was served followed by Janet’s carrot cake and
Lucy’s blond brownies. Shrimp, sausage, chicken, twice baked potatoes, salad, beer, wine, soda, and
Blue Bell ice cream (Rocky Mountain Road and Tropical Paradise) were available.

Pictures courtesy of Ken & Judy McDyer.






